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Pollution?: What pollution? Residents wash their laundry while an athlete practices for the 2013 Riverboarding
World Championship in Citarum River, West Java, on Nov. 5. Environmental activists have identified Citarum as
one of the most heavily polluted rivers in the world. (JP/Arya Dipa)

Citarum River in West Java and the entire island of Kalimantan are
among the world’s 10 most polluted places alongside Chernobyl in
Ukraine, says an annual report by environmental organization Green
Cross Switzerland and international nonprofit organization Blacksmith
Institute.

The report, The World’s Worst 2013: The Top Ten Toxic Threats,
published on Monday, also said that around 200 million people in the
world had been exposed to toxic pollution, which could lead to various
health risks, including cancer.

Citarum River, which provides 80 percent of surface water to Jakarta
and irrigates farms that supply 5 percent of Indonesia’s rice, was among
the most polluted due to hazardous industrial waste.

Textile factories in Bandung and Cimahi were found to be the major toxic

waster contributors to the river that was also judged the dirtiest river in
the world in 2007.

www thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/06/citarum-kalimantan-world-s-most-polluted.html

1/4



11/13/13 Citarum, Kalimantan world’s most polluted | The Jakarta Post

As for Kalimantan, the report said that much of the pollution there had
come from the vast small-scale gold mining in the area that utilized
mercury in the gold extraction process.

The mercury, which is burned off during the smelting process, released
toxic chemicals into the air and waterways, where it might accumulate in
fish and water, it said.

Greenpeace toxin-free water campaign manager Ahmad Ashov said the
report showed that the government lacked in its efforts to control the use
of toxic materials in industry.

“The government only controls the waste, when in fact it should ban the
utilization of all hazardous substances,” Ashov told The Jakarta Post on
Tuesday.

Ashov said that based on Greenpeace investigation, around 100,000
toxic materials were being used without being evaluated.

“Government Regulation No. 74/2001 on hazardous and toxic materials
only regulates around 255 substances, when in fact there are actually a
lot more substances being used out there,” he said. “Some of the
substances that have not been regulated are nonylphenol ethoxylate and
pthalate, which can cause reproductive disorders and cancer. These
substances were found in Citarum River,” he said.

The two substances have been phased out of many products in the
United States and Europe due to health risks, yet they are still widely
use in Indonesia’s textile industry.

“The short-term impact of these hazardous chemicals are, for instance,
skin diseases, which have infected residents of Majalaya, West Java.
This could lead to skin cancer in the long run,” Ashov said, citing that
health impacts on Jakarta residents had yet to be investigated.

Greenpeace forest political campaigner Teguh Surya said environmental
destruction in Kalimantan had been so massive that the public could

easily see the damage that had been done without an investigation being
condiicted
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Coal mining and oil palm plantations have significantly contributed to
pollution in the area,” he said.

Meanwhile, deputy minister of pollution control MR Karliansyah said that
major companies were not to blame for the pollution as they had followed
the proper procedures for the processing of toxic waste.

He said that small companies could be blamed for the pollution.

“Itis hard to force the small scale industry to comply with these
regulations because most of them have no installation to process the
waste. Also, 70 percent of the water pollution in Indonesia comes from
domestic waste, which is still very hard to control,” Karliansyah said.

He said that the government had made plans to ban new chemical
substances that were considered hazardous, to amend government
regulation No. 74/2001.

Karliansyah shrugged off the new pollution report, saying that it might
have exaggerated the problem.

“I think it is an exaggeration to put Citarum and Kalimantan alongside
Chernobyl,” he said.

The list also includes Agbogbloshie in Ghana, the second-largest waste
processing area in West Africa; Hazaribagh in Bangladesh —home to 95
percent of the country’s tanneries and Dzerzhinsk in Russia, which is
the center of the country’s chemical manufacturing industry.
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ddaannyy 5 days ago

we can't blamed for our goverment also the resident, should be we must keep our
environmnent

Like Reply
saripuspital2345 6 days ago
| hope Jakarta's goverment can solve that problem :)

Like Reply
DanangWahyuWicaksono 6 days ago

the government should amend the regulation about the chemical substances which the amount
is fewer than the amount of chemical substances had used by industries now. Not only for
government, this is about our responsibility to keep our environment clean from rubbish, do
some "monitoring" in places nearby our house and inform a "report" it to the nearby local
government to help them to keep our Indonesia clean and healthy. For ourselves, we can make
an effort to help making our environment more beautiful, we can change or make a habit about
rubbish, as simple as we can do is put your rubbish to the bin that had prepared. Lets make
an effort to our "Indonesia", don't only rely on government, as resident we should have a
contribution to our government, specially to "keep" Indonesia together in all matters. | love
Indonesia and we love Indonesia :)

Like Reply

Boihowdie 6 days ago
Remarkable Indonesia......

www thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/06/citarum-kalimantan-world-s-most-polluted.html

3/4



11/13/13 Citarum, Kalimantan world’s most polluted | The Jakarta Post
Like Reply
suji widodo 6 days ago
no serious effort from the Indonesian goverment to handle the rubbish,and it so difficult to find
rubbish place,and most people also lazy

Like Reply

freddysbs 6 days ago

No one cares about their environment so, they only wanna get a good thing for themself not for
others

1. Like Reply

Deedee S 3 days ago

Sad to say, but pretty much you are right. The spirit of Sukarno is gone. Selfishness
rules here.

Like Reply

PeterGryffin 7 days ago
No-one cares about this in government. They don't live there and are not directly affected o
: why should they? Again Indonesia is top of the wrong list...
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